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Abstract

The study “The Management of the Editorial Board and Communication of
Peaceful Death: a Case Study of Arthid Aussadong Newsletter, Buddhika Network” has two
objectives: to study the management of the editorial board of Arthid Aussadong
Newsletter, Peaceful Death Project, Buddhika Network on three aspects which are content
management, personnel management and financial management; and to analyze content
on death that appears in the newsletters published from Volume 6, Issue 22 (October —
December 2014) to Volume 8 Issue 29 (July — September 2016) adding up to eight issues

by concentrating on the author, type of content, and issues presented in the articles.

This study is a qualitative research conducted through semi-structure interviews,
in-depth interviews, content analysis, and analysis of documentary research from
published media and electronics media, to collect information for effective analysis and

interpretation.

This study finds that Arthid Aussadong Newsletter editorial board aims to
communicate the meaning of death from a new perspective by giving out knowledge
about caretaking for terminal patients in four aspects: health, mental wellbeing, social
aspects and spiritual aspects (panya) ; publicizing activities of the organization to develop
social acceptance and healthcare; and restoring the role of Buddhism in coping with death.
The Arthid Aussadong Newsletter editorial board is a horizontal organization and relies
mainly on volunteers. It focuses on network relations. The members of the board are

instilled with volunteering spirit. The main responsibilities of the board are the production
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of content and publishing. There are 4-5 members who follows steps as planned, with
basic management. The size of the newsletter is 21 x 14.8 centimeters, 64-page long and
consists of 13-16 columns. The covers are printed on A5-sized, 80-gram glossy art paper,
using 2-colour printing. The newsletter is released four times a year and available both
free of charge and through purchase. The target readers are members of the network,
caretakers of terminal patients, terminal patients themselves, and the general public. The
majority of the funding comes from training activities of the program.

The communication about death must be studied from social processes in which
death is a part, as an individual’s thoughts about death, self, and life goals are formed
from life experience and social environment that the individual lives in. The researcher
should develop more understanding on the cultural dimension and social beliefs and
blend both dimensions together. This relates directly to the objective of changing the
conception of death to a new perspective, e.g. Interesting to learn, accessible,
controllable, natural and normal etc.

Arthid Aussadong Newsletter uses various ways of communication to deconstruct
the culture of denying death, for example, by allowing the reader to feel a direct
experience of death; simplifying the content and language used to make it accessible to
readers of any levels; building community through exchanging various experience on death
and care taking of terminal patients; using religion as a representation; explaining the
meaning of death from mixing and matching relations between different thoughts to form
an understanding in the thinking system of the individual; and assorting the qualifications
of the person communicating the meaning of death to increase the effectiveness of
communicating death that will deconstruct the culture of denying death in society, etc.

In conclusion, “Arthid Aussadong” is a special published media which aims to assist
an individual to search for his own desires and know how to manage his life through
restoring the power to negotiate meaning from civil society. This is also achieved through

an attempt to understand emotion, human sensitivity, thinking, and ultimate desires of
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people in the present age. In this way, “living” and “death” are two sides of the same
coin that cannot be separated from each other.

Keywords: Management, Editorial Board, Communication of Death
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