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BlueSky Channel News Editing During Thailand Political Crisis.
The scope of the study was between October 31, 2013 and May 22, 2014.
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Abstract

The objective of this study was to investigate the factors affecting Blue Sky
Channel news editing during Thailand political crisis. The scope of the study was between
October 31, 2013 and May 22, 2014. A qualitative research was used as the research
method. This study used in-depth interviews with director and editorial staff coupled
with participatory observation to obtain the information that responds to the established
objective. The researcher used the concept of news content from the limitation within
the organization, news editing concept, Gatekeeper Theory, and Agenda Setting Theory to

explain the factors influencing decision-making in news editing. Additionally, news editing,

UUAnANY AEITaNSANEnsLasEoaIuIaTY



news element, news quality, and news editing concepts were used to better illustrate the
coverage of Blue Sky Channel news editing.

From the study results, it was found that there were eleven factors influencing
decision-making for news editing: agenda setting, the issues of the news presented, talent
of news personnel, politics news policy, political struggle, news coverage expansion, fast
news reporting, creating corporate image, attitude of the person serving as a news gate
keeper, news staff team and moderator. The agenda setter was the main factor influencing
news editing decision-making due to the scope of the study was during the political rallies
of the PDRC led by Mr. Suthep Thaugsuban that was created from the Draft Amnesty Act.
During initial political rallies, many of the media did not pay much attention to the issue
but Blue Sky satellite TV was the first news station to be commissioned to broadcast live
at the start of the riot so the heart of the news editing was to set the news topic for the
following day with the station director and the editor defining the headline. The criteria
used to determine the issue was the impact on people and society. When the issue
presented could respond and the impact the audience, the audience had great interest
and followed news. The editor had the attitude of acting as a news gatekeeper; that is to
allow the message receiver know the actual events so that they could assess the situation
themselves from the incident images at that time from the TVU broadcast. However, at
the same time, it was found that in some of the events, there were inappropriate images
broadcasted. This was because of the sudden events so it was out of control. This may
be in violation of the Code of Ethics on Violent Images. However, the station has provided
training on the news team before performing the duties, had a way to deal with such
occurrence, and scrutiny from the news team's common sense. The station managers and
editors also had more than 10-year news experience. This resulted in there were variations
in the programming of the news program to increase the coverage of political news and
news gatherings at full-time broadcasts. This resulted in the message receivers coming out
to participate in the riots. It was as if the Blue Sky media was a mouthpiece for the public

to be used in political fighting, leading to political change.
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In the aspect of news editing during the crisis, it was found that the situation
assessment was the most important working step. This was because the situation was
constantly changing. News editors were the ones that assessed the situation by using
knowledge and experience in the news and assessed the political direction and assembly
in accordance with the planning of the news team. The news team was also divided into
2 types: the news content team and fast moving teams to suit the news situation and
limited news team personnel to immediately evaluate the situation and ordering the
move. The news team will promptly arrive at the scene and performed the duties with
the full capability. Additionally, if the situation is assessed and there is no abnormality,
the news team definition or news presentation will revert to the selection of issues by
way of common theme synthesis. Attendees must present 3 issues from various news
sources. The editor then would select three issues according to the selection criteria: riot
situation at that time and government movement based on what people should know,
what people are talking about on the station's guidelines, and prioritizing news that gives
priority to the person and place. When the selection of the issue was completed, it would
be the issue to define the work for the news team further and forwarded it to producers
to find common issues and objections to make the comprehensive news before the

presentation based on the news elements and quality.
Keywords: News edition, Blue Sky Chanel, Thai political crisis
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